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Overview

• RSPB and BirdLife
International

• The safeguard ‘landscape’
• Safeguards on the ground: 

a case study
• Better implementation
• IBAT
• Conclusions
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RSPB and the BirdLife network
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The BirdLife International Partnership

People oriented, democratically governed,
independent conservation NGOs
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Over 10,000 IBAs identified
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BirdLife and Safeguards

• We input to safeguard policy 
development eg World Bank, IFC,
EBRD, EIB, IADB

• We work to influence plans and projects 
to make sure these respect biodiversity 
and reflect relevant safeguards 
(biodiversity and impact assessment)

• We provide bird/IBA data
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The current safeguard 
landscape

• Key biodiversity safeguard policies are 
generally ok

• There are some gaps:
– African Development Bank
– Climate Financing Safeguards 
– The EU Renewable Energy Directive 

and biofuels
• But standards are only the start…
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Safeguards on the ground:
Kaliakra, Bulgaria
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Kaliakra, Bulgarian Black 
Sea Coast
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More effective safeguards

• Its not enough to have a decent policy
• Biodiversity crisis – rescue package 

needed
• Need national ‘buy-in’ – politicians and 

key ministries
• Need increased capacity
• Need increased openness and 

transparency
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Biodiversity is in crisis

• Recognition that there are biodiversity  
‘No go areas’

• ‘No net loss of biodiversity’
– Strong application of the mitigation 

hierarchy
– Role for biodiversity offsets

• Ecosystem services
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Lake Natron, Tanzania
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Planning

• Stronger strategic planning and SEA
– Integrating biodiversity considerations early 

to avoid conflicts at project stage
• Project planning

– Biodiversity friendly solutions > sustainable 
projects 



Strategic planning: Via Baltica
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Strategic planning:  River Tana
Delta, Kenya
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Project planning
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www.rspb.org.uk
www.birdlife.org


